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The following notes are to accompany the slide show.  
It is recommended to simplify the ideas and projects for younger students based on their grade level. 

Slide 1: Notes For The Presenter

Slide 2: Guide For Your Classroom Visit
•	 Greet the class and introduce yourself.
•	 Share with the class your enthusiasm for exploring artworks.
•	 Explain that you plan to have a conversation with the students about two artworks and that today’s theme is, 

“What’s in your pocket?”
•	 Encourage class participation and welcome all student ideas.
•	 Expectations for participation:

	» Look carefully, describe in detail, share ideas one at a time and listen respectfully.

Slide 3: Let’s Look
Help students discover what they see. This is an introduction to the artwork

•	 Art museums care for, preserve, and exhibit collections of original art so people can enjoy and learn from 
them for generations. This work is from Phoenix Art Museum.

•	 Ask the class to describe the object they see and point out as many details as they can find. 
	» Think about shape, color, texture, size, weight, age, condition, movable parts, or anything written on it.
	» What do you see that you think someone else may not see?
	» What do you notice about the color and surface of this object?  

*	 If we changed the gold to a different color, would it change the image? Why do you say that?

•	 Art can be made from many things. What material do you think this is made from? Why do you say that?
•	 Acknowledge all good guesses and note that the work is carved from wood and painted.

Let’s look a little closer.  Help students expand what they see.

Student Activity - Strike a Pose:
•	 Organize into groups of three. Closely observe the posture and pose of the figures.

	» Recreate the scene. Each person in your group is to pose as if one of the figures pictured.
	» As you pose, think about how you feel (happy, sad, relaxed, excited, nervous, at peace, etc.) and the words 

you would use to describe the pose.
	» Without moving from your pose, imagine what the figure might be doing.

*	 What do you think your figure will do next? What clues in the artwork gave you the idea of what the 
figure would do next? Share with your group what you think will happen next and why.

•	 The figure in the center is the Buddha and is the focus of the triptych (an artwork made of three pieces).  
	» Buddha was born in Nepal about two thousand years ago. His name was Siddhartha Gautama; he was 

a teacher, not a god. He became the founder of the Buddhist religion, which emphasizes kindness and 
compassion.  
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Slide 4: Let’s Look:
Help students discover what they see.

•	 What are your first impressions of this artwork? Do you think it is flat in two dimensions, or is it three-
dimensional?  

•	 What are any clues that this may be three-dimensional?
•	 Does it remind you of anything you have seen before? If yes, what?
•	 Describe the tools you see here. What can they be used for?

Let’s look a little closer. Help students expand what they see.

•	 Ask Students: 
	» How is this image different from a regular Swiss Army Knife? 

*	 If you have never seen a Swiss Army Knife it includes multiple small tools such as scissors, a 
toothpick, tweezers, a nail file and more.

	» What materials do you think have been used to make this object? 
*	 It is made from a metal called steel and is painted.

	» If you designed an Arizona Pocket Knife, what would you include?
	» Do you have special objects that you like to carry with you?

ART MASTERPIECE: WHAT’S IN YOUR POCKET?
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ART MASTERPIECE: WHAT’S IN YOUR POCKET?
SLIDE 5

Slide Five: Let’s Find Meaning
Help students understand the meaning of the artwork.

Compare and Contrast

•	 Ask Students:
	» Use your hands to show me how big or small you think this object is.
	» How about the Buddhist Pocket Shrine (a special place that honors an important person or object)? (They 

look large on the projection screen. In real life, the Cuban Pocket Knife is actually at least 4 feet tall, and 
the Buddhist Pocket Shrine is small enough to fit into your pocket). 

	» Now that you know the size of the artworks, do you see them differently?
	» Do you think something is hidden in either one that has not been opened up yet? What would it be?

The Cuban Pocket Knife was created by a group of artists known as The Merger. The group consists of three 
artists: Alain Pino, Mario Miguel Gonzalez, and Niels Moleiro. They create art that reflects the events and 
situations in their home country of Cuba. For example, people gather the rubble from collapsed buildings to 
repair their own homes. The Cuban people are resourceful and skilled at maintaining and repairing what they 
have.

•	 Let’s explore why someone would carry things in their pockets.
	» What are things that you have carried in your pocket or your backpack?
	» Why do you carry them? (Ex. for good luck, to remind you of something, for practical use…)
	» The shrine could’ve been carried by travelers when they were away from home.
	» This pocket knife is too big to carry in your pocket, but an actual one you would carry for practical uses.
	» What are some of the benefits of having these in the museum today?

•	 Explain what an artifact is.
	» “An artifact,” according to National Geographic, “is an object made by a human being. Artifacts include art, 

diaries, tools, and clothing made by people of any time and place.”

Let’s tie it together. Summarize your discussions
•	 Today we looked at Cuchilla Cubana (Cuban Pocket Knife) and the Buddhist Pocket Shrine.
•	 Repeat the main points that the students made.
•	 I liked the way you talked about ________________.
•	 If information from your research was discussed, repeat the main points.
•	 What will you remember from our talk today?
•	 Thank the class for their participation.
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Slide 6: Extension Projects
The following are extension projects for use if time permits. Choose one or both. The choice is yours.
The most important thing is that you and the students have fun exploring art together! 
Getting Started.

•	 Communicate with the teacher.
	» How they prefer supplies to be distributed. 
	» Arrange for a classroom setup that best suits your needs. 
	» Discuss supplies you will bring and supplies they may already have. 

•	 Draw connections between discussing and making art.
•	 Experience the art-creating process.
•	 Problem solve by creating a personal response to the theme.

Have fun!

Slide 7: Gather Materials
Before any supplies are distributed, discuss with the students the goal of the project.  
They will be making a box or a pocket shrine that represents them!
Materials needed for project:

•	 Construction paper and/or drawing paper
•	 Box/shrine templates

•	 Rulers and round templates or compasses, if age 
appropriate

•	 Scissors, glue sticks and scrap paper for collage
•	 Pencils and/or markers

Slide 8: Examples of projects

Slide 9: Instructions
•	 Hold up the coordinating project template.
•	 Explain they will create a box or pocket shrine that represents them by drawing objects on all the sides of the 

template.
•	 Point out the lines that students will cut and which they will fold.
•	 Have students cut and fold the template. Do not glue or tape anything yet.
•	 Set aside.
•	 Ask the students the following questions to get them to think about their design:

	» Refer to the questions found on the slide

(continued to the next page)
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ART MASTERPIECE: WHAT’S IN YOUR POCKET?
SLIDES 9-12: PERSONAL OBJECT EXTENSION PROJECT
Slide 9: Instructions (continued)

•	 Students will brainstorm their ideas by sharing them with the person next to them or with their table group.
•	 Students will draw their designs on all sides of the inside and outside of the box or shrine.

	» Remind students to write their names or initials on their projects.
•	 When most students have completed their boxes, grab their attention and demonstrate how to glue or tape 

their boxes together.
•	 If time permits, students will share their design ideas with the class, the person next to them, the table group, 

or during the Gallery Walk.

Slides 10 & 11: Hand-out examples.

Slide 12: Pair-Share / Write-Tell
•	 For Older Students (Pair-Share-Write-Tell)

	» Write a few lines describing what your box or pocket shrine would look like. 
	» Use the questions below to help guide you through your writing process.

•	 For Younger Students (Pair-Share-Tell)
	» Share with your shoulder partner what your box or pocket shrine would look like. Then share with the 

whole class. Use the questions below to help guide you through your discussion.
•	 Questions to consider

	» What would you use the box or pocket shrine for?
	» Describe what your box or pocket shrine would look like; colors, shapes, lines, textures, objects, materials 

used to make your box or pocket shrine, etc.
	» Why did you choose the colors, objects, shapes, textures, materials, etc.?
	» Did you use any ideas from the class discussion or other classmates’ ideas?

•	 Give the students the templates to take home if they wish to make their box or pocket shrine ideas come to life!

Slide 13: Gallery Walk
•	 Leave your completed box or shrine closed on your desk.
•	 Walk around the room to look at the “Art Gallery.”
•	 Return to your desk.
•	 Take turns sharing with the class which art project was interesting to you. 
•	 Also, take a guess, what do you think the inside may look like based on the designs on the outside?
•	 Once you have guessed, have the creator of the box or shrine reveal the project to see how close your guess was.
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Unknown, Japan 
Buddhist Pocket Shrine 
(Santuario Budista de Bolsillo), 
19th Century.
Lacquered Wood.  
Estate of Carolann Smurthwaite

link to image: 
https://phxart.org/arts/buddhist-pocket-
shrine-santuario-budista-de-bolsillo/

The Merger (Group of Artists),
Cuchilla cubana (Cuban Pocket Knife), 
2009.
Polychrome steel. 
Gift of Andrew B. Kim and Wan K. Rha Kim 
in honor of Jim Ballinger.

link to image: 
https://phxart.org/arts/cuchilla-cubana-
cuban-pocket-knife//
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Key Terms Elements of Art Descriptive Words

1.	 Abstract
•	 Art that does not attempt to represent the 

real world and seeks to achieve its effect 
using shapes, forms, colors, and textures. A 
simplification.

2.	 Asymmetry
•	 The opposite of symmetry. Its halves are 

not mirror images of each other. If a line is 
drawn down the middle of the object and 
it is folded in half, the two sides will not 
match.

3.	 Painting
•	 The practice of using a brush or other tool 

to apply paint or medium to a surface.

4.	 Shrine
•	 A special place that honors an important 

person or object.

5.	 Symbol
•	 A thing that represents or stands for 

something else, especially a material object 
representing something abstract.

6.	 Symmetry
•	 The quality of being made up of exactly 

similar parts facing each other or around 
an axis.

7.	 Triptych
•	 An artwork made of a trio.

1.	 Color
•	 Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet, Bold, 

Bright, Metallic, Dark, Dull, Light, Vivid, Deep, etc. 

2.	 Line
•	 Straight, Thin, Thick, Bold, Dotted, Diagonal, 

Horizontal, Vertical, Zigzag, Curvy, Wavy, etc. 

3.	 Scale 
•	 The size of an artwork considered, in relation to other 

objects.

•	 Large, life-size, small, tiny, microscopic, miniature, 
massive, grand, monumental, etc.

4.	 Shape
•	 Geometric: Man-made shapes.

*	 Square, Circle, Triangle, Rectangle, Cube, 
Cylinder, Pyramid, Cone, Sphere, etc.

•	 Organic: Any enclosed shape found in nature.

5.	 Space
•	 Refers to a feeling of depth or three dimensions. It 

can also refer to the artist’s use of the area within the 
picture plane: The area around the primary objects 
in a work of art is known as negative space, while the 
space occupied by the primary objects is known as 
positive space.

6.	 Texture
•	 How something feels; can be implied or physical, e.g. 

bumpy, spiky, prickly, rough, smooth, soft, silky, etc.

A DASH OF HELPFUL INFORMATION + RESOURCES  

Websites
•	 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vajrasana,_Bodh_Gaya 

•	 https://www.britannica.com/plant/Bo-tree 

•	 https://www.madinpursuit.com/collections/Asian/TravelShrine-1.html 

•	 https://www.history.com/topics/religion/buddhism#:~:text=Buddha’s%20teachings%20are%20known%20as,Taking%20what%20
is%20not%20gi 

•	 https://www.steptoe.com/en/diversity-and-art-a-virtual-tour/the-merger.html 

•	 https://www.cubanartresources.org/the-merger

Books
•	 Giardina, Nicola. “The More We Look, The Deeper It Gets: Transforming The Curriculum Through Art.” Rowman & Littlefield, 2018.
•	 Vatsky, Sharon. “Museum Gallery Activities: A Handbook.” Rowman & Littlefield, 2018.
•	 Raczka, Bob. “You Are A Story.” Neal Porter Books, 2023.
•	 Howes, Katey. “Be A Maker.”  CarolRhoda Books, 2019.
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