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The following notes are to accompany the slide show.  
It is recommended to simplify the ideas and projects for younger students based on their grade level. 

Slide 1: Notes For The Presenter

Slide 2: Guide For Your Classroom Visit
•	 Greet the class and introduce yourself.
•	 Share with the class your enthusiasm for exploring artworks.
•	 Explain that you plan to have a conversation with the students about two artworks and that today’s theme is, 

“Where are you?”
•	 Encourage class participation and welcome all student ideas.
•	 Expectations for participation:

	» Look carefully, describe in detail, share ideas one at a time and listen respectfully.

Slide 3: Let’s Look
Help students discover what they see. This is an introduction to the artwork with a student activity.

•	 Ask Students
	» Viewfinders - With your hand, curl your fingers to make a telescope.
	» Look through the telescope at the painting.
	» What details catch your attention?
	» After the students shared what they found, did the telescope change the way they viewed the painting?  
	» What surprised them?

•	 Using 3 of the Elements of Art:
	» What colors do you see and where?

*	  If we changed the colors, how would the painting change?
	» What kinds of lines can you find? Straight, zigzag, curved, etc.   
	» What shapes can you find? Describe your shape.

*	 These shapes are simplified, abstracted. Ex: We know it is a tree, yet we have never seen one exactly 
like this one.

*	 Examples students may share: Trees, flowers, etc.

Let’s look a little closer. Help students expand what they see. 
Artworks can also be explored by using our senses.

•	 Ask Students
	»  What sounds might you hear in this scene? Describe what you hear.   
	» What might you smell in this place? Why do you say that?
	» In what setting is the deer? Does this setting look like a forest to you?
	» How does this painting make you feel and why?

ART MASTERPIECE: WHERE ARE YOU?
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Slide 3: Let’s Look (continued)
•	 Share information about the artist:

	» The artist, Marguerite Zorach named this painting Deer in the Forest. She was considered a Fauvist 
artist. Fauvism is when an artist uses bold, non-realistic colors and strong brush strokes. She was 
acknowledged for her contribution to American art by being awarded the Logan Medal of Art. Zorach was 
a painter, textile artist and graphic designer. Textiles are materials such as fabric and embroidery.

Slide 4 
This is an image of the artist, Marguerite Zorach, and an example of her textile art.

•	 Marguerite Zorach was an artist during a time when mostly men were professional artists (people whose art 
we may see in museums). By becoming recognized as a professional artist herself, she helped open the door 
for future female artists.

Credits:	 Portrait from:  https://americanart.si.edu/artist/marguerite-zorach-5566
Detail from: https://parrishousewoolworks.com/blogs/blog/marguerite-zorachs-eden-on-display 		
-at-the- farnsworth-art-museum-in-rockland-maine

Slide 5: Let’s Find Meaning
Help students discover what they are seeing. 

Compare and Contrast

•	 Ask Students:
	» What do you think the deer in the painting is seeing?   
	» What happened before this moment?
	» What do you think will happen next?

We have just looked at and explored a deer in the forest. Imagine if the deer were an elephant, where would it be?

Slide 6: Let’s Look
Help students discover what they are seeing. 

•	 Ask Students
	» Did anyone imagine an elephant in this place?
	» Describe how the colors in this painting are different from Deer in the Forest.
	» What are the colors you see here?
	» This artist, Kelly McLane, gives us cool colors. She uses blue, white, and gray.
	» Imagine if the painting used the colors from Deer in the Forest, would that change how you feel about this 

painting and why?
•	 Let’s use our senses again:

	» What sounds might you hear in this place?   
	» What smells might you sense here?
	» How do you think this place might feel?

ART MASTERPIECE: WHERE ARE YOU?
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ART MASTERPIECE: WHERE ARE YOU?
SLIDE 7
Slide 7: Let’s Look A Little Closer
Help students expand what they see.

•	   Ask Students
	» Where do you think the elephants are?
	» How do you think the elephants got there?
	» Look beyond the elephants; what is happening? Why do you say that?   
	» What weather event do you think is happening here?
	» How does it create confusion?
	» What kinds of weather have you experienced?

*	 What was your reaction?
	» What does the painting mean?

•	 Share information about the artist:
	» Kelly McLane is an artist from California. She is best known for her paintings and her work in sculpture 

and drawing. She acknowledges that once a painting leaves her studio, viewers may interpret the painting 
however they wish.

	» Coincidence or not? In 2004, a tsunami struck Thailand where elephants helped to save lives. This 
painting was created in the same year. Do you think this painting, titled Big Gen X, could have been 
painted in response to that event?

	» You may read more about this tsunami in the book Elephants of the Tsunami by Jana Laiz.

Slide 8: Let’s Find Meaning
Help students understand the meaning of the artwork.
Compare and Contrast

•	 These animals are in two different settings.
	» In Deer in the Forest, how does the artist convey mood?

•	 What mood do you think is created?
	» In Big Gen X, how does the artist convey mood?

•	 What mood do you think is created?   
•	 Repeat the main points the students made.

Let’s tie it together. Summarize your discussions:

•	 Today, we experienced animals in two different settings.
	» There are many different ways to convey place.   
	» We looked at Deer in the Forest and Big Gen X.

•	 Repeat the main points the students made.
	» I like the way you talked about
	» What will you remember from our talk today?

•	 Thank the class for their participation.
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Slide 9: Storyboard Extension Project
The following are extension projects for use if time permits. The choice is yours.

The most important thing is that you and the students have fun exploring art together! 
Getting Started.

•	 Communicate with the teacher.
	» How they prefer supplies to be distributed.
	» Arrange for a classroom setup that is best for your needs.
	» Discuss supplies you will bring and supplies they may already have.

•	 Experience the art-creating process.
•	 Have fun!

Slide 10: Materials
•	 Markers, crayons, colored pencils (choose what you would like to use)   
•	 Tape or glue sticks
•	 Sheets of paper and butcher paper for K-2, and copies of template storyboard for upper grades.   
•	 Copies of elephant template for K-2

Slide 11: Storyboard Example for Upper Grades
Example: Boba Adventures: Poppy’s Space Odyssey
Box one: Once upon a time, there lived a cat named Poppy. Poppy wasn’t your ordinary cat; she had a thirst for 
adventure. After napping in the sun, Poppy woke and was ready for excitement, and most importantly, boba tea. 
Poppy went to the local boba tea shop, her tail swishing with anticipation.
Box two: The shop owner, Mr. Whiskers, knew Poppy well. He would have her favorite drink ready: a creamy taro 
boba tea with extra tapioca pearls. As Poppy slurped her boba tea contentedly, she overheard two birds chattering 
about a mysterious portal that appeared in the nearby park. Without hesitation, Poppy leaped into the portal, her 
heart racing with excitement.
Box three: She was hurtled into outer space. It was unlike anything she had ever experienced. The sky was 
a brilliant shade of purple and the air was filled with unusual scents. Most importantly, there was boba tea 
everywhere! She drank boba and helped a group of moon kittens. As much as Poppy loved her adventures, she 
missed her cozy home, and most of all her friends back home.

ART MASTERPIECE: WHERE ARE YOU?
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ART MASTERPIECE: WHERE ARE YOU?
SLIDES 11-12: PERSONAL OBJECT EXTENSION PROJECT
Slide 12: Storyboard for Lower Grades

•	 Prepare the storyboard ahead of time. Divide a piece of butcher paper (approximately 6 feet long) into 3 
sections with a beginning, middle and end. Bring it into the classroom.

•	 Provide students with their own piece of paper (5”x 5”), and tools for coloring.   
•	 Brainstorm ideas with the students.

	» Beginning: What were the elephants doing before this scene? Write on the storyboard.   
	» Middle: What are the elephants doing now? Write on the storyboard.
	» End: What will happen next? Write on the storyboard.

•	 They will choose one section (beginning, middle, or end) to illustrate their idea of what happened.
	» Handouts of elephants are provided to draw from or trace. Optional.

•	 Once students have completed illustrating their ideas, they can tape or glue stick their images to the 
appropriate time it takes place.

•	 Allow students time to talk about their illustrations.

Slide 13: Storyboard for Upper Grades
•	 Print copies of the storyboard for each student.
•	 Explain they will create a storyboard. The top box is for the title and their name. The middle boxes are for the 

illustrations and the box below is for their story.
	» They will illustrate and write a story about their favorite animal.

*	 Box one- Introduce your character and give two details about your animal.   
*	 Box two - What is something exciting that happens to/with your animal?
*	 Box three - What happens as a result of this?

	» If they run out of space, students may continue on the back.
•	 Students may brainstorm their ideas by sharing them with the person next to them or with their table group.
•	 When completed, partner share or share with the class. All students might not be comfortable sharing and 

this is all right.
•	 Challenge them to make it exciting, add color and darker areas to emphasize emotions. Use color, lines, and 

shapes to convey the mood.
•	 Questions to consider

	» Tell me about your story.
	» What is something you want everyone to notice?
	» What kind of feeling or emotion did your story create?

Slide 14: Gallery Walk
•	 Leave your completed storyboard on your desk.
•	 Walk around the room to look at the “Art Gallery.”   
•	 Return to your desk.
•	 Take turns sharing with the class which storyboard was interesting and why.
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Books
•	 Giardina, Nicola. “The More We Look, The Deeper It Gets: Transforming The Curriculum Through Art.” Rowman & Littlefield, 2018.
•	 Vatsky, Sharon. “Museum Gallery Activities: A Handbook.” Rowman & Littlefield, 2018.
•	 Raczka, Bob. “You Are A Story.” Neal Porter Books, 2023.
•	 Howes, Katey. “Be A Maker.”  CarolRhoda Books, 2019.

Key Terms Elements of Art Descriptive Words

1.	 Abstract Art
•	  Art that does not attempt to represent 

external reality,  but seeks to achieve its 
effect using shapes, forms, colors, and 
textures. A simplification.

2.	 Fauvism
•	 Fauvism is the name applied to the work 

produced by a group of artists (which 
included Henri Matisse and André 
Derain) from around 1905 to 1910, which 
is characterized by strong colors and 
fierce brushwork.

3.	 Landscape
•	 The depiction of natural scenery in 

art. It can capture mountains, valleys, 
bodies of water, fields, forests, and coasts 
and may or may not include man-made 
structures as well as people and animals.

4.	 Painting
•	 Painting is the practice of applying paint 

or other media to a surface, usually with 
a brush.

5.	 Perspective
•	 A system for representing objects in 

three-dimensional space on the two-
dimensional surface of a picture. It 
can be achieved through overlap, size 
variation, and multi-point perspective.

6.	 Symbol
•	 A thing that represents or stands for 

something else, especially a material 
object representing something abstract.

1.	 Color
•	 Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet, Bold, 

Bright, Metallic, Dark, Dull, Light, Vivid, Deep, etc.

2.	  Line
•	 Straight, Thin, Thick, Bold, Dotted, Diagonal, 

Horizontal, Vertical, Zig, Zag, Curvy, Wavy

3.	 Scale
•	 The size of an artwork considered, in relation to 

other objects.

•	 Large, life-size, small, tiny, microscopic, 
miniature, massive, grand, monumental, etc.

4.	 Shape
•	 Geometric: e.g. Square, Circle, Triangle, Rectangle, 

Cube, Cylinder, Pyramid, Cone, Sphere, etc.

•	 Organic:  Any enclosed shape found in nature.

5.	 Space
•	 Refers to a feeling of depth or three dimensions. It 

can also refer to the artist’s use of the area within 
the picture plane. The area around the primary 
objects in a work of art is known as negative space, 
while the space occupied by the primary objects is 
known as positive space.

6.	 Texture
•	 How something feels, can be implied or physical.

*	 Bumpy, Spiky, Prickly, Rough, Smooth, Soft, 
Silky, Fine, Coarse, Shiny, Warm, Cold, Hot

7.	 Value
•	 Lightness or darkness of tones or colors. White is 

the lightest value and black is the darkest value

A DASH OF HELPFUL INFORMATION  + RESOURCES

Websites + Books
•	 https://xroads.virginia.edu/~museum/Armory/gender.html
•	 https://www.farnsworthmuseum.org/about/fam-blog/artist-trivia-marguerite-zorach/
•	 https://www.michaelrosenfeldart.com/artists/marguerite-zorach-1887-1968
•	 https://www.azartsstandards.com/sites/default/files/2022-08/AZ-Visual-Arts-Academic-Standards.pdf
•	 https://www.kellymclane.com/ •	 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Generation-X
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STORYBOARD
MAKE  1  COPY  FOR  EACH  STUDENT

TO
P
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ELEPHANT
MAKE COPY FOR STUDENTS WHO DO NOT 
WANT TO DRAW THEIR OWN ELEPHANT
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Kelly Mclane,
Big Gen X (Gran gen X), 2004.
Oil and graphite on canvas.
Gift of Kent and Vicki Logan in honor of the 
Museum’s 50th Anniversary.

link to image: 
https://phxart.org/arts/big-gen-x-gran-gen-x/

Marguerite Zorach, 
Deer in the Forest (Ciervo en el bosque), 
1914.
Gouache on paperboard.
Purchased with funds from the James K. 
Ballinger American Art and Education Fund.

link to image: 
https://phxart.org/arts/deer-in-the-forest-
ciervo-en-el-bosque/


